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Do not water down the truth
of the Eucharist

?? Edinburgh Mass

D

uring his Angelus
message at the Vatican on 22nd
August Pope Francis encouraged
Catholics not to water down the
reality of Jesus Christ’s humanity
and his teaching that the Eucharist
is his Body and Blood. “Indeed,
Jesus affirms that the true bread of
salvation, which transmits eternal
life, is His very flesh. To enter
into communion with God, before
observing the laws or satisfying
religious precepts,” he said,“it is
necessary to live out a real and
concrete relationship with Him.”

?? Formation

and Blood, can cause scandal, he said.
It is something difficult for people to
accept, he added, explaining that this
is what Saint Paul calls the ‘folly’ of the
Gospel in the face of those who seek
miracles or worldly wisdom.”

“What sense can there be, in the
eyes of the world, in kneeling before a
piece of Bread? Why on earth should
someone be nourished assiduously
Pope Francis, speaking from a
with this bread?” he said. According
window overlooking St Peter’s Square, to Pope Francis, we should be
reflected on the day’s Gospel reading
surprised if the words of Jesus Christ
from St John. The passage followed
do not throw us into crisis, “because
the story of the miracle of the
we might have watered down His
Multiplication of the loaves and fishes, message,” he stated.
when Jesus invited the crowd, “to
interpret that sign and believe in Him,
He also urged Catholics not to seek
who is the true bread come down
God in “dreams and in images of
from heaven, the bread of life; and He grandeur and power,” but to recognize
revealed that the bread He will give is him in the humanity of Jesus and
His body and blood,” Francis said.
in the humanity of other people.
“God made Himself flesh and blood:
“These words,” he stated, “sound
He lowered himself to the point of
harsh and incomprehensible to the
becoming a man like us,” the pope said.
ears of the people, so much so that,
“He humbled Himself to the extent of
from that moment, many of His
burdening Himself with our sufferings
disciples turn back; that is, they stop
and sin, and therefore He asks us to
following the Master.” Even today the not seek Him outside life and history,
revelation of Jesus’ humanity, and the but in relationship with Christ and
fact that the Eucharist is Jesus’ Body
with our brothers and sisters.”
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He recalled that Catholics,
during the recitation of
the Nicene Creed at Mass
on Christmas and the
Annunciation, kneel during
the words stating Jesus was

made incarnate and became
man. He closed by encouraging
Catholics to ask for the grace to
be provoked and converted by
Jesus’ “words of eternal life.”
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“May Mary Most Holy,
who bore her Son Jesus in the
flesh and joined herself to His
sacrifice, help us to always bear
witness to our faith in our real
lives,” he said.

Edinburgh Ordinariate Mass resumes

W

e are delighted
to report that our
monthly Ordinariate Mass
in Edinburgh will resume on
Sunday 12th September. The
delay in restarting was because
social distancing restrictions
meant that the Chapel used by
the Dominicans, the University
Chaplains, was too small for
the numbers coming to Mass
each Sunday. The solution
was that they had two Masses
in St Columba’s meaning we
were unable to restart the
Ordinariate Mass, but now they

are back in their own chapel,
we can return to St Columba’s.
We are also delighted that
Bartosz Skrzypczak will be
with us again to play the organ
and that Rory, Hugh and Mark
have again agreed to sing for
the Mass, including some parts
of simple polyphonic in Latin
composed by Rory. Thank you!
So from Sunday 12th
September the Ordinariate
Mass will be at 11.30am in St
Columba’s Church, 9 Upper
Gray Street, Edinburgh EH9

1SN and thereafter on the
second Sunday of each month.
You will find full directions (if
you need them) on our website www.ordinariate.scot

Sarah Sleigh RIP

I

t was great sadness
that we heard of the sudden
death of Sara Sleigh who died
in hospital in Aberdeen on
Monday 9th August after
a very short illness. Sadly,
circumstances meant that her
son, Robert, was still in Hong
Kong but Bryan Miller was by
her side and said that the end
was quick and peaceful and she
had been fortified by the Rites
and prayers of the Church.
Sara had been present just a
few weeks before at the Mass to
celebrate the 10th Anniversary
of Fr Len’s Ordination,
presenting him with a beautiful
basked of flowers from her

garden in Nairn. She very
much enjoyed the occasion and
the buffet lunch after Mass.
Indeed, after returning home,
Sara sent this message to Fr
Len and Ruth: “What a special
day this has been. Fr Len, I was
delighted to be able to celebrate
with you your 10th Anniversary
of your Ordination as an
Ordinariate Priest. How far the
Ordinariate has come in those
10 years. Thank you both for
your wonderful hospitality. It
was certainly a day to remember
and I so enjoyed meeting
familiar faces in reality!”
It was indeed a very happy
occasion and one which Sara

obviously enjoyed so much.
Sara was received into St Mary’s
Nairn on Tuesday and her
Funeral Mass was a Solemn
Requiem on Wednesday 18th
August, was viewed live via
Zoom in this country and the
USA where her sister, Penny
Farley, and other relatives now
live. A recording is available at
www.ordinariate.scot/sara
May she Rest in Peace
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Finding the Ordinariate
Leslie Swan, our first Associate Member in Scotland, gives a personal view

I

t was out of curiosity.
I had become aware of the
Ordinariate in Scotland; I had
accessed its website. Part of the
Anglican/Episcopalian Church
had reunited with the Catholic
Church. It had its own liturgy
and this intrigued me. After
the Inverness group began
to meet in the chapel of the
Royal National Infirmary I first
attended in April 2016 Mass
according to Divine Worship:
The Missal.
Religious education at my
Catholic Primary School
consisted of learning questions
and answers from the
Catechism, a 72 page booklet.
In those lessons I do not
recall any ‘colouring in’ but
the definition of such topics
as what is faith and what is a
sacrament remain vivid still.
Later, a missal enabled a better
understanding of the Mass, that
upon the altar became present
the Lord’s sacrifice on the Cross,
His very presence under the
appearance of bread and wine.
Snatches of teenage memories
are of pews crammed full
for Good Friday, of Sunday
sung Mass with choir
and congregation singing
antiphonally Gloria and Credo.
In such a milieu the ‘Second
Vatican Œcumenical [sic]
Council’ in my mind augured
well for the Church. Television
pictures of serried rows of
mitred bishops in St Peter’s
inspired confidence and a
feeling of ‘things can only get

better’. In the beguiling ‘spirit
of the Council’ I embraced the
subsequent reform of the Mass;
it was the lure of the new in that
decade of change.
Half a century on, the early
acceptance has not stood the
test of time. The new Mass
is usually celebrated versus
populum. Thus the priest
becomes, unwittingly or not,
the centre of attention, beset
by temptation to play to the
gallery with varied words and
exaggerated gestures. The
perceived impression of the
New Order Mass can be of a
Liturgy of the Word to which is
appended a minimal Eucharistic
Prayer, concocted after the
Council and not intended for
Sunday use, to provide the
Eucharist for Communion.
This has been my personal
experience of recent years but
most certainly, to paraphrase
the BBC’s coy nod to
impartiality, other New Order
experiences are available.
In his letter to bishops
accompanying Traditionis
Custodes, our Holy Father
avers the presence in the new
Mass of the Roman Canon
effects continuity with the old.
However, in practice the use of
the Roman Canon in a parish
Sunday New Order Mass has
become exceedingly rare.
Although in ways quite
different, the Ordinariate
Mass evoked memories of

the Mass of long ago. The
formal language emphasised
the Mass as worship set apart
from the commonplace. The
Penitential, Humble Access,
and Thanksgiving prayers, and
use of altar rail augmented
awareness of the sacredness of
Holy Communion. Attention
was focussed on what was
happening on the altar, not on
the person at the altar. The
Mass was engaging, uplifting
and I could not believe a whole
hour had passed.
Subsequently I have come
to treasure especially the
Thanksgiving words, ‘we are
very members incorporate in
the mystical body of thy Son,
the blessed company of all
faithful people.’
The celebrant did not preside
as if in charge; when not at
the altar he sat unobtrusively
facing across the chancel. With
priest at the altar and people
facing the same way, there was
the powerful symbolism of the
priest, duly ordained, on behalf
of the people going forward to
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the altar to offer sacrifice. And
when he prayed, his words
addressed to God, although
clearly heard, did not have the
sense of addressing also, even if
subconsciously, those attending.
Moreover, the Roman Canon
made abundantly clear that
the heart of the Mass is the

re-presentation of the Lord’s
sacrificial death.
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of the reformed Mass.

I acknowledge the Ordinariate
One might think it’s a
Mass as a link with my youth.
somewhat topsy-turvy world
But it is for me no mere
in which a Catholic friendly
nostalgic hankering after the
adaptation from the Book of
past; it continues to foster a
Common Prayer should prove
deeper appreciation of the
more edifying than a celebration essence of the Mass.

Sycamore
Fr Simon Beveridge on Catechesis with the Ordinariate in Scotland

W

hen Pope
Benedict XVI
erected the Personal
Ordinariate of Our Lady of
Walsingham by the Papal
Encyclical Anglicanorum
coetibus, as the successor of
Peter, he stated that the Holy
Spirit had moved groups of
Anglicans to petition repeatedly
and insistently to be received
into the full communion of the
Catholic Church and that he
could not fail to make available
the means necessary to bring
this holy desire to realization.

get coming along, but the Spirit
blows like the wind and where
it wills, and as Jesus pointed out,
we don’t know whence it cometh
or wither it goeth.

That is exciting stuff to hear,
for when we are searching
That same generous
and looking for God, that
prompting of the Holy Spirit is
quest does not rely solely on
continuing to be felt, not only
our speculative reaching up
by Anglicans, but by others
(because we do not search in
searching for the ultimate
vain) but emanates from the
meaning in their lives. We
have come to know that will be heavens too, a Divine invitation
reaching down searching for
found in our Lord Jesus but we
us, so that we can share in a
must remain and be confident
that this is happening all around mutually shared and Holy
desire to see Jesus and allow
us in others today.
him to see us too.
When teaching his disciple’s,
Only recently have we begun
Jesus was insistent that they were
the full 20 weeks Sycamore
to go out into the highways and
Pathway Course for full
byways and bid people to come
Initiation into the Catholic
in. Highways and byways are
Church. Three people are doing
used by all sorts of people, so it
this; Grace, Liam and Danielle
is anyone’s guess who you might

so please pray for them and me.
In the first session we considered
Our search for Happiness. We
thought about what had made
us happy as children – favourite
sweets, happy memories and
how we played.
One person in the video clip
said he had loved Hide and Seek
and that got me thinking. When
you think about it, the thrill
of hiding away can only be felt
so long as there is the prospect
of being found. I too could
remember playing hide and
seek and was quite good at it, as
being quite agile I could climb
a tree and keep out of sight or
squeeze atop of a wardrobe. I
would stay very quiet and watch
people looking for me but what
I quickly learned and noticed is
that people rarely looked up.
When you next read the story
of Zacchaeus, stop and wonder
that Jesus had actually looked
up. Why would he? Had
Zacchaeus made the slightest of
noises so that he was heard and
discovered? You might like to
see yourself up there in his place
and experience Jesus looking at
you. Is it time for you to make a
slight noise too?!
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Just ask what you might be
feeling when you too are found
out. But most of all, begin to
consider the joy you might
feel if Jesus said he wanted to
come round to your house; and

don’t worry about what other
people might think or say at
the prospect. After all, it’s his
call and all you have to say is
‘yes’. I would guess that the wee
man felt a great deal taller as
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he walked home with his new
friend Jesus.
Find our more about Sycamore at
www.sycamore.fm

A scaffold for the discussion
Samuel Ivey, who has just completed the Sycamore course with Fr Simon as he prepares to be

received into the Catholic Church through the Ordinariate, describes his experience of Sycamore

S

ycamore, the
group of catechetical
courses hosted by Fr Stephen
Wang gives an eye into what it
means to be a Christian. I have
been very lucky to take part in a
Sycamore course with Fr Simon
over the last few months.
Fr Simon has skilfully used
these videos as prompts for the
discussions that we have used
as preparation for my being
formally welcomed into the
Ordinariate later this year.
The topics vary broadly from

‘Who is Jesus?’ - a question
that I am sure many of us fail
to consider in enough depth
to ‘The Sacraments of Baptism
and Confirmation’. Each session
is broken into sections, within
each section, a short video is
watched and then a group of
metaphysical questions is asked.
These questions act as a
scaffold for the discussion of
those catechetical questions
that we all ought to consider. I
must say that having the chance
to go through this process,
guided by Fr Simon, has been a

true joy and I look forward to
being formally welcomed into
the Ordinariate soon.

Compline: Praying together whilst apart
Alan Grüber, our Ordinariate member in Dunfermline, looks back on his Ordinariate Zoom

experiences during the long period of lockdown

I

t has been a strange time
for all of us. We have all been
affected by the Covid thing in
many ways that would have
seemed unimaginable before.
I recall sitting with family in
my home at a celebration to
mark my sixtieth birthday and
discussing this virus which
seemed to be gaining ground.
A few days later I was in the
primary school I volunteered in
weekly and I haven’t been back

since, although I hope to return
in around a month.
Isolated in our own homes ,
thoughts turned inward rather
than outward, we girded our
loins to face the unknown. Into
such a situation Fr Len’s Zoom
worship broke through as a ray
of light. Mass from his Oratory
was a daily fixed point for many,
but particularly powerful was
the Wednesday weekly Zoom
celebration of Compline.
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connecting us very powerfully.

One of our family’s favourite
films is “About a boy” starring
Hugh Grant. In it, to cut a long
story short, he attends a support
group where the meeting ends
with the chant “Single Parents
alone together” prior to going
into their daily lives. It is a
chant which has stuck with me.
During Compline on Zoom
every Wednesday evening we
were alone together saying
the Office, chatting together
afterwards and were sent out to
face the week ahead...

We gathered laity and clergy
from diverse walks of life let
alone places. Many of us didn’t
know one another before
we started but our bond was
strengthened by it. It brought
(and still brings) together people
from all over Britain united
by our faith and Ordinariate
connections. As we got to
know one another we shared
what was going on in our lives,
our joys and sorrows as well a
laughing together. To use that
zeitgeist phrase, we bonded.

Compline was a life line for
me and I imagine so for others.

Praying the Office together
strengthens our faith

Recently at the celebration
for Fr Len’s Anniversary of
Ordination in Inverness it
was excellent to finally meet
“Virtual friends” for the first
time and renew old friendships
too that Compline had
sustained. Later in the year I
hope to attend the Ordinariate
day conference in London. One
of the highlights will be meeting
Compline folk from Essex for
the first time in the flesh, yet I
feel I know them already.
Can I end by saying that if
you haven’t joined us yet for
Compline please do come
along. The rhythm of night
prayer celebrated alone together
weekly will hopefully become
an important part of your life
too. We look forward to seeing
you!
To find out more about how
to join us for Compline, click on
the link on the front page of our
website: www.ordinariate.scot

Divine Worship: Daily Office

T

hank you to all who
have ordered copies of
Divine Worship: Daily Office
(Commonwealth Edition) to be
published on 14th September.
36 copies have been ordered by
the Ordinariate in Scotland and
they are due to be delivered to
the Ordinariate in Kent the day
after publication.
As soon as they arrive Fr
Len will arrange for them to
be collected by carrier and
delivered to him the next day.

Distribution of copies ordered
will happen immediately and
he will let each person know by
email how they will receive the
copies they have ordered.
This is a very important
publication for us as it
gives everyone within the
Ordinariate a means of praying
together according to our
special and unique tradition
within the Catholic Church.
In particular it is a way that all
Ordinariate Catholics can fulfil

Pope Benedict’s
vision of “a precious
gift nourishing the faith of the
members of the Ordinariate
and as a treasure to be shared.”
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The Collect for Purity

T

he oldest known
sources of The Collect
for Purity are Continental
where it appears in Latin in the
10th century Sacramentarium
Fuldense Saeculi X where it
appears as the proper Collect for
a Votive Mass of the Holy Spirit.
It also appears as an alternate
Collect for Votive Masses of
the Holy Spirit in the Missale
Romanum Mediolani of 1474.

The Sarum Rite was also
widely used in Scotland from its
beginning. In 1637 Charles I,
determined to extend Anglican
forms of worship to Scotland,
had the Scottish Episcopalian
Bishops, with the approval of
Archbishop William Laud,
draw up the 1637 Book of
Common Prayer, which
contained the Collect for Purity.

the signing of the National
Covenant that not only resisted
‘innovations’ like the Prayer
Book, but resulted in Bishops
being formally expelled from
the Church of Scotland which
was then established on a full
Presbyterian basis.
There is a Monument to Jenny
Geddes in St Giles Cathedral,
Edinburgh, of a three legged
solid wooden stool, but the
Museum of Scotland has a 17th
century folding stool which
would have been much easier to
throw!

The 1764 Communion Office
of the Episcopal Church in
It is also found in the
Scotland continued to use
Leofric Missal, an illuminated
At that time the governance
the Collect for Purity in ‘The
manuscript from the 10th
of the protestant church in
order of the Administration
and 11th century, now in the
Scotland frequently moved
of the Lords Supper or holy
Bodleian Library, Oxford. The
between Presbyterian and
Communion’. When Samuel
Sarum Rite, the Latin liturgical Episcopalian. In 1637 it was
Seabury (1729-1796) was
rite developed at Salisbury
Episcopalian and the story is
consecrated as the first Bishop
Cathedral and used from
told of Jenny Geddes (1600for the American Episcopal
the late 11th cent until the
1660) a market-trader in
Church in 1784, it happened
Reformation also includes this
Edinburgh who is said to have
in Aberdeen because, as an
prayer as one of the prayers said thrown her stool
American citizen, he
before Mass. St Philip Neri
at the head of
could not take the Oath
(1515-1595) also prayed this
the Dean in St
of Allegiance to the
prayer during the Mass in Latin Giles’ Cathedral
King, he turned to the
when it was possible according
objecting to the
Episcopal Church in
to the rubrics.
first public use of 17th century folding stool Scotland. They were
in the Museum of Scotland not the established
the new prayer
Thomas Cranmer (1489-1556) book. As she hurled the stool
church but were legally
is credited with translating the
she is reported to have yelled:
recognised although oppressed,
prayer into English and from
“De’il gie you colic, the wame o’ ye, because they refused to
there it has entered almost every fause thief; daur ye say Mass in
recognise the Hanoverian kings.
Anglican prayer book in the
my lug?” meaning “Devil cause
Seabury returned to America
world. Cranmer’s translation
you colic in your stomach, false
with the Scottish Prayer Book.
first appeared in the 1549 Prayer thief: dare you say the Mass in my American Episcopalian Prayer
Book of Edward VI, then in the ear?”
Books are based on the Scottish
1552 Prayer Book of Edward VI
Prayer Book and not the English
and the 1662 Book of Common
This act is said to have sparked Book of Common Prayer of
Prayer.
the riot which in 1638 led to
1662 and so the Collect for
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Purity arrived in America.
It was a great joy to all in
the Personal Ordinariates
when Pope Benedict XVI
declared that “the Ordinariate
has the faculty to celebrate the
Holy Eucharist and the other
Sacraments... and other liturgical
celebrations according to the
liturgical books proper to the
Anglican tradition, which have
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been approved by the Holy See,
so as to maintain the liturgical,
spiritual and pastoral traditions of
the Anglican Communion within
the Catholic Church, as a precious
gift nourishing the faith of the
members of the Ordinariate and as
a treasure to be shared.”

that Divine Worship: The
Missal, common to all three
Ordinariates around the world,
published in 2015, contains
so much of the beauty of our
Anglican heritage, including
the Collect for Purity, which
follows Cranmer’s translation,
Apostolic Constitution and is indeed “a precious gift
Anglicanorum coetibus, #5.III nourishing the faith of the
members of the Ordinariate and
as a treasure to be shared.”
It is indeed a great blessing

Schoenstatt Pilgrimage and Conference

O

ur Annual
Pilgrimage and
Conference at the Schoenstatt
Scotland Centre was always
a high point in the life of the
Ordinariate in Scotland and
after a gap of two years caused
by you-know-what we are
planning to return on 2022.
As all who have been with us
before will testify, Schoenstatt
Scotland is a tranquil and
peaceful oasis nestled in
seventeen secluded acres at the
foot of the Campsie Fells, north
of Glasgow, a haven of peace
and refuge from the bustle and
clamour of the outside world.

Friday 25th to Monday 28th March 2022

The grounds of the Shrine are
extensive and offer opportunities
to relax and explore and being
at the foot of the Campsie Fells,
pleasant hill walks.

Since 2013 the Ordinariate
The Centre occupies the
in Scotland have held their
restored Ballencleroch House
Annual Pilgrimage there. The
(literal translation: ‘the place
beautiful little Shrine Chapel
for the clergy’) a name whose
in the grounds of the Centre is
roots date back to
mediaeval times. It
offers excellent ensuite accommodation,
meeting rooms and
dining facilities to
guests, as well as
filtered coffee, tea,
hot chocolate, etc,
Relaxing in the Common Room
available at all times.

Schoenstatt Scotland

dedicated to Our Lady under
the title of Our Mother Thrice
Admirable and offers three
special qualities or graces to
visitors and pilgrims:
• The Grace of feeling at home
and being accepted for who
and what we are;
• The Grace of transformation,
becoming renewed according
to God’s original plan for us;
• and The Grace
of Apostolic
fruitfulness.
The dates for next
year’s Schoenstatt
Pilgrimage and
Conference are
Friday 25th to
Monday 28th March

News from The Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham in Scotland
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2022. Arrival at Schoenstatt will be
from 3.30pm onwards and we will begin
with Evensong at 5pm followed by a
drinks refection before dinner. The
evening will be informal with a short talk
and an opportunity to meet each other.
The theme of the Conference
has still to be determined as do
the speakers, but each evening will
conclude with Compline, after which
a general silence will be observed until
after Mass on the following day when
breakfast will be followed by Matins.
The first Devotional Address
will be on Saturday morning
with free time before Mass.
After lunch there will be
free time before the second
Devotional Address and
Evensong followed by drinks
before dinner. There will be a
talk with time for discussion
after dinner before the day ends
with social time and Compline,
after which a general silence will
be observed until after Mass on
Sunday.
Sunday will follow a similar
pattern with Stations of the

Sister Mary Elsbeth

Monsignor Keith Newton who has been
with us at Schoenstatt on several occasions
in the beautiful little chapel

Cross around the Shrine
gardens in the afternoon. Some
people may have to leave after
Stations or Evensong, but for
the rest of us there will be a talk
with time for discussion after
dinner before the day ends again
with social time and Compline,
after which a general silence will
be observed until after breakfast
on Monday.
Our Pilgrimage and
Conference will conclude with
Mass on Monday morning
which will be followed by coffee
before we all head home.

Full details will be available
regarding costs, etc, as soon
as Sister Mary Elsbeth of the
Sisters of Mary replies with full
details and the theme of the
weekend has been confirmed
along with speakers.
You can find out more about
Schoenstatt on their website
www.schoenstatt.co.uk.
Meanwhile please make a
careful note of the dates: Friday
25th to Monday 28th March
2022. It will be possible to
arrive and leave outwith these
dates and times to suit needs.

Ordinariate Pilgrimage to Walsingham

T

he Annual
Ordinariate
Pilgrimage to Walsingham
resumes this year on Saturday
4th September and Fr Simon
and Sarah, as well as Leslie Swan
will be there to represent the
Ordinariate in Scotland.

be followed by the Rosary
Procession to Catholic Shrine.
On Arrival there will be an
opportunity for a picnic lunch
with Confessions between 1 and
2.30pm. Those wishing to form
a choir should gather at the
organ at 2pm for music practice.

The Pilgrimage begins
at 11.30am when pilgrims
will gather in the Anglican
Shrine for opening prayers
and Sprinkling. This will

Sung Mass according to Divine
Worship: The Missal will begin
at 3pm in the Catholic Shrine
Chapel. On the Sunday Fr
Simon will celebrate Holy Mass
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according to Divine Worship:
The Missal in the Slipper
Chapel at 9.30am. Leslie Swan
will be there for both, having

carefully planned his journey
to Walsingham from Dingwall
all the way by bus and coach,
staying in Fakeneham and
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then on to Walsingham for the
Pilgrimage and again for Mass
on Sunday. Well done Leslie!

Highland Summer Outing

Y

ou are invited to
join us for the Ordinariate’s
Highland Outing on Saturday
2nd October which Bryan
Miller is putting together. We
will have Holy Mass in St
Ninian’s Church at Tynet, ‘the
Bethlehem of Banffshire’, built in
1755 and the oldest surviving
Catholic church in Scotland
built after the Reformation.
Outside it looks like a long,
low barn or a row of simple
cottages because it was a
‘clandestine church’ designed to
look anonymous at a time when
Catholic worship was only
tolerated in Britain.
From there we will travel
the short distance to visit
St Gregory’s Church at

Preshome, a category A listed
building built in 1788. It is
the first church building to
be openly built by Catholics
in Scotland since the
Reformation of 1560. Catholic
worship had previously been
confined to private homes and
clandestine churches.
Our final visit will be to the
pre-reformation graveyard,
St Ninian’s Churchyard, the
oldest still extant Catholic site
near, the Braes of Enzie. The
Chapel was built between
1687 and 1688 during a period
of tolerance and continued
in use for thirty-seven years.
Following Culloden, the Chapel
fell further into ruin.
In 1883 when workmen

were taking down the pillars
of the previous entrance to the
churchyard, the discovered
the keystone of the original
church which has now been
incorporated in the facade of
the Chantry chapel at the south
east corner of the graveyard.
The small Chantry Chapel
to the Dawson family has a
beautiful reredos carved by
Hugh Lorimer, in the style of
Eric Gill, of whom he was a
pupil. Lorimer was a convert
from a prominent Episcopalian
family and the son of the
architect Sir Robert Lorimer.

Festival in Westminster Cathedral Hall

A

s part of our tenth
anniversary celebrations,
there will be an Ordinariate
Festival in Westminster
Cathedral on Saturday 20th
November. The morning sessions
will be held in Westminster
Cathedral Hall, and there will be
a Pontifical High Mass - Divine
Worship: The Missal - in the
Cathedral at 2.30pm.
The day will begin at 10am
with coffee, and at 10.30am the
Papal Nuncio, His Excellency

Archbishop Claudio Gugerotti,
will give an opening address of
welcome. The keynote address
will be given by Mgr John
Armitage who is well known
to us all, and a supporter of the
Personal Ordinariate of Our
Lady of Walsingham.
Following questions, there
will be a ‘Question Time’ type
panel, facing prepared questions
on the past, present, and future
aspirations of the Ordinariate,
and questions will be welcomed

from both individuals and
Ordinariate groups.
For those able to be present,
and these will include Leslie
Swan and Alan Grüber from
the Ordinariate in Scotland,
this will indeed be a special
event as we celebrate the
achievements and common life
of our Ordinariate over the past
ten years, and as we look begin
this second decade of life in the
Catholic Church.
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Konrad: our new Altar Server

W

e are delighted to welcome
Konrad Gehrke as our new Altar Server
in Inverness. He had expressed an interest in
serving at the altar some time ago but restrictions
imposed by the measures put in place by the
Scottish Government prevented this from
happening for what seemed like a very long time.

The origin of the medal of
St Benedict is very ancient.
It was certainly suggested
by the efficacious use that
the patriarch made of the
sign of the cross against the
assaults of the Demon.

Thankfully, when restrictions were eventually
eased we were able to welcome Konrad to serve
at the altar and he began serving on Sunday 1st
August. We are also grateful to Bryan Miller, an
experienced altar server who also began serving
when restrictions were eased. Dave Mackay can
now take a well earned break having served at the
Altar since we began in 2011, for which we are
most grateful. Thank you, Dave.

On one side it carries
the image of St Benedict
holding a cross in his hands
and the monastic rules in
his left hand.

Over the months to come Byran will be training
Konrad and he will soon be admitted as a
member of The Fraternity
of Saint Andrew, The
Guild of Altar Servers
of the Ordinariate
in Scotland, when
he will be presented
with The Medal of St
Benedict.

On his right there is a cup
from which a serpent is
escaping, recalling the poisoned wine from which
he miraculously survived. On the left is a crow
taking away the poisoned bread.
On the other side there is a larger
Cross with Latin initials. The
initials on the cross in the centre:
C S S M L - Crux Sacra Sit
Mihi Lux - The Holy Cross be my
light - and N D S M D - Non
Draco Sit Mihi Dux - Let not the
dragon be my guide.

The Portal comes to Scotland
Ronald Crane and
Jackie Ottaway, the
Co-editors of The Portal
magazine, the official on-line
monthly magazine of the
Personal Ordinariate of Our
Lady of Walsingham will be
visiting Scotland over the
weekend of Saturday 27th
and Sunday 28th November.
Their plan is to devote the
January 2022 edition of The
Portal to Scotland and the
various activities going with the
Ordinariate here.

for the Ordinariate Mass on
Sunday 28th November.

Although The Portal - well
Ronald and Jackie - are indeed
coming to Scotland they will
actually be flying into Inverness
and will be with us in the Royal
Northern Infirmary Chapel

We are however, planning
a Zoom For All event on
Saturday 27th November at
2.30pm when we hope as many
people from all over Scotland
will join us for an hour. Zoom
For All will be hosed by Fr
Len and will be an opportunity
both to ask Ronald and Jackie
questions as well as them asking
question of us. Please make a
careful note of the date and join
us for Zoom For All.
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Shed of the Year

A

s you probably know by now,
although Fr Len’s ‘shed’, The Oratory of St
Joseph, got through to the finals of the Shed of the
Year competition, that is as far as it got!

Danielle Zarb-Cousin’s Creme De Menthe 70s Summer Bar
the UK on the day the finalists were announced
was quite an achievement in itself. Advertising
for the Ordinariate that money could not buy!
The Oratory of St Joseph
and a not-quite-so-glamorous Fr Len
The competition was won by Social media
influencer, Danielle Zarb-Cousin, with her shed,
Creme De Menthe - 70s Summer Bar. The photo
(© Danielle Zarb-Cousin) shows her proudly
displaying her Cuprinol Shed of the Year plaque.
She said, “My shed is a garden bar and place to
relax with a drink or cocktail. It is full of vintage
and 70s touches.” She was described by one
newspaper as having won “after splitting from
her Love Island fiancé right before lockdown”. So
congratulations Danielle on winning.
Fr Len is not too disappointed. Having had
his photograph along with a description of the
Oratory and a mention of the Ordinariate in a
half page article in every national newspaper in

Thank you to Chris Gehrke for suggesting that
we try to get some publicity for the Ordinariate in
Inverness telling about daily Mass via Zoom from
the Oratory of St Joseph during lockdown. Little
did any of us know that an excellent article in
the Press and Journal would lead to other Scottish
newspapers picking it up ... and if that was not
enough, to it appearing nation-wide and on Radio
4, Radio Scotland, Talk Radio, STV and BBC TV!
Thank you to all who voted for the Oratory of
St Joseph. I know there were many Ordinariate
members up and down the country, and many
others who voted. You can imagine Fr Len’s
surprise when, having conducted the funeral of
an old friend in the crematorium in Banchory, he
was greeted by one of those attending as Father
Shed! So Thank you Chris for coming up with the
idea in the first place.

The Personal Ordinariate in Scotland
Inverness

Edinburgh

Nairn

Whithorn

Royal Northern
Infirmary Chapel

St Columba’s Church

St Mary’s Church

St Martin and St Ninian’s

every Sunday at 11.30am

Second Sunday
of each month at 11.30am

First Monday
of each month at 10am

every Tuesday
at 11am

Ness Walk, Inverness IV3 5SF

Midweek - see ordinariate.scot

9 Upper Gray Street
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7 Academy Street
Nairn IV12 4RJ

George Street
Whithorn DG8 8QA

www.ordinariate.scot Clergy: Fr Len Black - inverness@ordinariate.scot Fr Simon Beveridge - whithorn@ordinariate.scot
Charity Reg No: 1141536

Fr Cameron Macdonald - nairn@ordinariate.scot

Fr Stanley Bennie - stornoway@ordinariate.scot

